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RESPONSE TO KXAMINER^S REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Honorable Commissioner for Paicnts 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Applicant substantially agi'ccs with Ihe Examiner's reasons for allowance in lht3 Office 
Action, subject lo the commenls tierein. Applicant would like to emphasize, and assumes thai the 
Fxamincr intended lo so state, that the combination o f elemcTiis in each of the allovvcd claims, 
independent and dependent, <wc pateiilably distinguishable over ihe prior ;irt when each claim is 
interpreted as a vvholc. 

Applicant pn,>vidcs no opinion with rcspcci to interpreting the reference?; cited by the Bximiiner, and 
therefore, does not concede to the Rxaminer's interpretation ot san^e, as permitted under 37 C F,R, Section 
i. 104(e), piirtfcularly since? the Examiner docs not respond to jin Applicant's Response lo Reasons for 
Allowance. Apphcant would like to clarify that the only interpretation that Applicant will accept or 
agrees with is the interpretation that one ofordinary skill in the art would understand from the prior 
art references. 

Applicant strongly emphasizes that one reviewing the prosecution history should not 
interpret any of the examples Applicant has described herein in connection wilh distinguishing 
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over the prior art a^s limiting to ihosc spccilk features*; in isolation. Rather, Applicant asserts that 
it is the combination of elements recited in each of the claims, whci) cacli claim is interpreted as 
a whole, which is patcnlable. Applicant has emphasized certain features in the claims as clearly 
not present in the cited rcltrcnccs, as discussed above. However. Applicant does not concede 
that other rcatures in the chums arc found in the prior art. Rather, for the sake of simplicity. 
Applicant is providing examples of wliy the claims described above are distinguishable over the 
cited prior an. 

Applicant wishes to clarify ibr the record, if necessary, that the claims have been 
amended to expedite prosecution. Moreover, Applicant reserves the right to pursue the original 
subject matter recited in the present claims in a continuation applic;Uion. 

Further, Applicant hereby retracts any arguments and/or statements made during 
prosecution that were rejected by the Examiner during prosecution and/or that were unnecessary 
to obtain allowance, and only maintains the arguments that persuaded the Hxaminer witli respc-ct 
to the allowability of the patent claims, as one of ordinary skill would understand from a review 
of the pt'oseculion histoiy. That is. Applicant spccitlcaliy retracts sUdements that one of ordinary 
skill would recognize from reading the file history were not necessary, not used and/or were 
rejected by the Examiner in allowing the patent applicrJtion. 

Any narrowing amendments made to the claims in the present Amendment are not to be 
construed as a suixender of ajiy subject matter between the original claims and the present 
claims; ratlicr merely Applicant's best attempt at providing one or more definitions of what the 
Applicant believes to be suitable patent proteelion. In addition, the present claims provide the 
intended scope of protection that Applicant is seeking Tor this application. Therefore, no 
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estoppel sliouiti l.>c presumed, and Applicani's ciaiins <uc intciidod to include a scope of 
protection under (he Doclriiic of Equivalents. 

Any claim cancclbuions have been done without prejudice or disclaimer, and Applicant 
docs not disclaim any subject matter in any of the embodiments of Ihc preserit application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

WiLMER ClJTLKK PiCKHRING MaLB AND DOR\l LLP 
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